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Monitorin g Cliff-nestin g Raptors at Pinn acles
National M onument

The Quedion: Are the numbes of neting pairs of ciff-nesting
raptors or the young thg produce changing over time at
Pinnacles National M onument?

Pinnades National M onument was esablished in 1908 © protect the
spectacular rock formations, cases ard assocated natur al feaures r
their scientific value and for public enjoyment. The wlcanic diffs ard
spires delight many thousands of hikers ard rock climbers each year.
These iock formations dso provide a gdace br cliff-negin g raptors to
raise heir young. The three ecies d cliff-neging raptors a Pinnades
are Prairie Falcons (Falco mexicanus), Peregrine Falcons (Falco peregrinus)
and Golden Eages (Aquila chrysaetos). Each year gpproximately a dozen
pairs of these iptors nes among the Pinnacles rocks.The majority are
prairie falcons. Studies $iow that Prairie Falcons, Reregrine Falcons and
Golden Eades ar highly sendtive to human distur bance, epecially
durin g the breeding seasm. The density of neging Prairie Falcons &
Pinnacdles is amag the highes known anywhere, even though many
climbers and hikers share their cliffs ard peaks. This outcome is due to

. . . Prairie falcons (top), per egrine falcons (bottom left) and
the siccess dthe Breedlng Ra'ptor Monitorin 9 Program. golden eagles (bottom right) ar e thr ee species of raptors

that nest at Pinnacles National Monument.
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The Breeding Raptor M onitoring Program dlows diff-negin g raptors to
neg and breed succesdully by collecting data to make the beg
management decisions. Data from this program dlow managers to
sdectively place wluntary closure advisories in aras aly when
necessay to protect cliff-nedin g raptors, leaving open as nany areas as
possible for public enjoyment. Closing areas mly when necessay creaes
a greaer willin gness d the public to abide by the temporary seasmal
advisories.

The Project: Visit cliff-nesting raptor territorie s regulary
throughout the bealing ®ason to loate nests and track the
gatus of the netlings.

The Sana Cruz Predatory Bird Reseach Group, under the direction of

the Cooperative Park Studies Unit, initially carried out the Pinnacdes

Breeding Raptor M onitoring Program in 1984 ard 1987. Sirce 1988 he

program has been onducted on a yearly bass entir ely by National Park

Service gaff. The program was initiated in response t the perception that

visitor use was regatively impactin g dif f-negin g raptors. The original

intents were to collect data on the timing and success d breeding, to
observe the effects of human-raptor interactions, and to discourage

A raptor biologis’ posts an advisory sign war  hing hikers human entry into cliff-neting raptor territories whenever possble.

ptors ar e nesting beyond the sign.
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